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INFORMATION DAY 

Implementation and results of project “ Raising awareness and cooperation of small 
and medium size pr inting houses for  implementation of EU environmental legislation 

and promotion of economic development of pr inting industry in the Baltic States”  

Riga, hotel Konventu s�ta, Kal�ju Street 9/11 

September 18th, 2006 

 

Report 
 
 
The goal of the information day: to introduce Latvian printing companies and other interested 
parties about project, its results and guidance material for printing industry. 
 
Resource persons: 
Daina Indriksone, Project manager, Baltic Environmental Forum, Latvia 
Magda Garkalne, Environmental expert, Baltic Environmental Forum, Latvia 
 
Par ticipants, in total 25: representatives from printing enterprises, printing association, competent 
authorities, printing industry clients and other interested stakeholders, environmental science 
students and experts. 
 
Main discussion points: 

�  General information about project, activities and it’s results 
�  Introduction to the guidance material for printing industry 
 

 
1. General information about project, activities and it’s results 
Ms. Daina Indriksone, Baltic Environmental Forum, Latvia 
 
Ms. Daina Indriksone introduced to the aims of project - to promote better environmental 
performance, to raise awareness and cooperation among Baltic printing companies for better 
compliance and understanding of environmental legislation. Ms. Daina Indriksone also gave an 
overview on implemented activities, target group and common environmental concerns of 
printing enterprises in all three Baltic States. The most interesting and useful topics for 
companies were EU environmental legislation requirements, reading SDS and waste 
management. Very new information for printing companies was about eco-labeling systems. 
Biggest challenges for printing industry are that competition between companies is very tense; 
also lack of human resources to manage and follow up environmental requirements is very 
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common issue for Baltic SME’s printing enterprises. Ms. Indriksone stated that very useful part 
of the workshop to companies was practical examples and experience exchange among Baltic 
enterprises and contribution of Danish and German experts in the international workshop held in 
Jurmala. 
 
2. Introduction to the guidance material for printing industry 
Ms. Magda Garkalne, Baltic Environmental Forum, Latvia 
 
Ms. Magda Garkalne emphasized that during the project national trainings with practical home 
tasks and a seminar with possibilities for know-how exchange were taken place. Based on this 
as well as wishes of companies and studies performed by project experts, project team has 
elaborated handbook for printing enterprises to assist in their everyday routines as well as future 
planning and progressive development for advanced environmental performance. This 
handbook has been elaborated, written and adopted to national conditions by Baltic 
Environmental Forum Latvia in collaboration with Estonian, Lithuanian and German project 
partners. The handbook is available electronically (link to handbook: 
http://www.bef.lv/sites/poligrafija/_industry.htm). 
 
To make it easier for users, this handbook has been divided into 2 major parts - first one is in 
more details dealing with major  environmental issues on company level, but another is 
focused on the voluntary environmental instruments for  advanced per formance. 
 
In addition, users of the handbook can also find some other supportive chapters, such as useful 
contacts, list of abbreviations, additional information sources. All subchapters on the major 
environmental issues for the company follow the same structure (for example, relevance of the 
issue to the branch, than main legislation, supply chain aspects and practical tools etc.). 
Searching for the more comprehensive topic-specific (e.g. chemicals management) information 
for your company, Ms. Garkalne advised to start with main horizontal menu and then go deeper 
to the area of interest. Next horizontal menu at the bottom users can use to reach the concrete 
tools of interest (e.g. examples of best practices, practical tools) for any area directly.  
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Conclusions and discussion 
 

�  Enterprises found this project very interesting and useful for their every day work. They 
have received lot of practical solutions, advices, explanations and new information to 
improve their environmental performance. 

�  Companies shoved big interest for continuation of such project. As ideas for further 
activities could be study visits for practical experience exchange among Baltic 
enterprises and some German or Danish printing company.  

�  Comparing ways to receive and use handbook, all participants stated, that better to have 
electronically (CD format) than a printed version, because it’s easier to read and there 
are lot of direct links to information sources, where you can click and receive more 
information. 
 

 
 
 
Information day was organized in frame of the project “Raising awareness and cooperation of small 
and medium size printing houses for implementation of EU environmental legislation and 
promotion of economic development of printing industry in the Baltic States” financially supported 
by the EU Phare Cross Border Co-operation Programme in the Baltic Sea Region for Latvia 2003 
and the German Environmental Fund. 
 

Report by Magda Garkalne 
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