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2. Estonian MSP: timeline / focus / marine uses
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Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

Timeline of the Estonian MSP 
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Focus of the MSP

• Strategical spatial development document at the state level.

• The primary focus - combined use and new uses.

• The plan was adopted in accordance with the Planning Act

and is a legally binding thematic plan.

• Gives guidelines and conditions to next phases.
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Marine uses in MSP

• Fisheries

• Aquaculture (Fish farming, 

shellfish- and algae farming)

• Maritime transport

• Maritime rescue and guarding the 

state border

• Renewable energy production

• Seabed infrastructure

• Marine tourism and recreation

• Protected natural objects

• Marine culture

• Cultural monuments

• National defence

• Mineral resources

• Dumping

• Permanent connections (Tallinn-

Helsinki; Saaremaa)

• Land-sea interactions
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Best available data 

Baseline studies: compiling all 

existing information together with 

scientists and additional studies 

Stakeholder engagement: 

throughout the process via online 

participatory mapping (“Call for 

ideas”); thematic working groups 

(on environment, cultural heritage 

etc); public consultations; 

thematic events (e.g. Tallinn 

Maritime Days); media presence; 

supporting different EU projects 

for cross-border cooperation.  



NP
Legacy nutrients

Harvesting & 

nutrient removal

Mussel and 

macroalgal 

cultivation



Innovation
Mussels are small in the 

Baltic Sea region. 

Farming technologies are 

being currently optimized 

as well as meat extraction 

processes is being 

developed
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PlanWise4Blue tool to assess environmental impacts
The tool quantifies cumulative human impacts on key ecosystem elements at 1 km2 spatial scale

Innovation



3. Ecosystem services and ecosystem based 

approach
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Ecosystem services 
in Estonian MSP
Ecosystem service: features of ecosystems
necessary for people, such as food, recreation
facilities, climate-control features, etc. Ecosystem
services are valued but generally not sold (they
have no market value). 

Ecosystem based approach: according to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, the ecosystem-
based approach is a strategy for the integrated
management of land, water and living resources
that pays equal attention to both protection and 
sustainable use.

Our approach in MSP was to find balance 
between the protection and sustainable use of 
marine resources using best available data.
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An example of ecosystem service: Herring spawning areas



An example of ecosystem service: Macroalgal resources
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Mapping cultural heritage in Estonian MSP
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4. MSP in action
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Developing offshore windfarms 
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How to build offshore
in Estonia?
• application for a superficies 

licence

• environmental impact 

assessment

• issuing a superficies licence

• building permit

• use and occupancy permit
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EIA for OWF
Studies required:

• noise-related impacts

• heat, vibration, magnetic field impacts

• impact on the living environment of fish

• impact on the living environment of seals

• impact on birds

• impact on bats

• geological surveys

• landscape and visual impacts

• cultural heritage

Cooperation required:

• To protecting national borders

• to avoid disturbances in navigation systems

• the impact on vessel traffic

• overlapping with trawl fishing
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How to build offshore
in Estonia?
• application for a superficies 

licence

• environmental impact 

assessment

• issuing a superficies licence

• building permit

• use and occupancy permit



Thank you for listening!

Any questions? 

Lembe.Reiman@fin.ee

Lembe Reiman 


