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What are nature-based solutions?



With nature, for nature and us



Å NBS = VW-ZMOZM\ UMI[]ZM[(independent of climate scenarios) on a 
larger scale to increase climate resilience and contribute to multiple Green 
Deal objectives

Å NBS =  essential for sustaining healthy water, oceans and soils. They must 
play a bigger role in land -use management and infrastructure planning 

Å Europe needs to leverage more investments in nature -based solutions to 
generate gains for adaptation, mitigation, disaster risk reduction, 
biodiversity, and health. 

NBS, Climate adaptation and resilience
A climate-resilient European Union in line with EU Green Deal and green transformation

Achieving a climate-resilient society in a just and fair way by 2050



Nature-Based 
Solutions

Circular 
Economy 
practices

Bioeconomy
practices

óôA nature positive economy is one in which businesses, governments 

and others, take action at scale to reduce and remove the drivers and 

pressures fuelling the degradation of nature, and work to actively 

improve the state of nature and the ecosystem services it provides.ôô

University of Cambridge, Institute for Sustainability Leadership

Nature Positive 
Economy

Contributions from 17 NBS projects and Authors: 

Siobhan McQuaid, Esmee Kooijman, Daniela Rizzi, Thomas Andersson, Joanne Schant®
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:b828d165-1c22-

11ea-8c1f-01aa75ed71a1.0002.02/DOC_1&format=PDF

European Green Deal

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:b828d165-1c22-11ea-8c1f-01aa75ed71a1.0002.02/DOC_1&format=PDF


https://networknature.eu/proposed -eu-nature -restoration -law-key-green -future

What does the this mean for cities?



What does the EU Soil Strategy imply 
for cities?

ñIthas been estimated that about 60 to 70% of soils in the EU are not healthyò

ñSets out a framework and concrete measures for protecting, restoring and

sustainably using soils and that mobilises the necessary societal engagement and

financial resources, shared knowledge, sustainable practices and monitoring to reach

common objectivesò

ñBy2050, all EU soil ecosystems are in healthy condition and are thus more resilient,

which will require very decisive changes in this decade. This new vision for soil is

anchored in the EU biodiversity strategy for 2030 and the Climate Adaptation

Strategyò

ñSoil Health Law legislative proposal by 2023ò
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NetworkNature will expand the 
NBS community and provide 
support in implementing and 
amplifying nature-based solutions





NBS Hubs - in Europe and beyond!



Location: Outside / In Europe



Å Over 430 resources on NBS

Å Over 500 case studies on NBS



Factsheets

General public

practitionersPractitioners, 

infrastructure planners, 

developers



Knowledge briefs

policymakers

Practitioners, 

policymakers



NbS Knowledge gaps



NbS knowledge database



NetworkNature Policy Package

Educators, policymakers, 

researchers, practitioners

Local and regional 

policymakers, 

practitioners



NetworkNature Practitionersô Package

Practitioners, landscape 

managers, policy makers





Contents of the Business Package

1. What are nature-based solutions and nature-based enterprises?

Clarifies the NBS and NBE concepts

2. Examples of successful nature-based enterprises

Inspiring stories of NBE which made their way through

3. Nature-based solutions as a business opportunity

Depicts an overview of key figures and trends

4. Business models for nature-based solutions

Three business models canvases especially adapted for NBS

5. What next? Where to start?

Policy and legislation, networking platforms, funding and investment opportunities



www.networknature.eu

Urban Greening Plan
Guidance, toolkit, and platform

1. How was it developed?
2. What is in it?
3. How can cities use it?
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www.networknature.eu

City Consultations



City Consultations





Urban Greening Plan 
Toolkit

Å Support cities in the 
implementation of the Urban 
Greening Plans

Å Structured around the phases 
and steps

Å Tools ranging from EU level 
data to citizen - led initiatives

Å Each tool includes an overview, 
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