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Summary report

The aim of the event was jointly implementing the citizen science activity at the river Salaca as well at the
coastal zone to collect litter data and to raise awareness and learn more about plastic pollution. Since
rivers and streams are pathways for plastics entering the sea, it is important to understand their role and
how much litter is being transported this way.

European-level citizen science campaign "Plastic Pirates" is initiative where students use a specific
methodology to collect plastic waste and upload data on their findings, contributing to the research of
environmental pollution near water bodies. This unified citizen science framework, and its operational
steps ensure that the data collected by all participating teams are comparable across Europe. Currently,
this joint initiative involving 13 European countries, including Latvia, aims to promote awareness across
the continent regarding the importance of rivers — and, since 2024, coastal areas — as vital lifelines, as well
as the protection of our natural resources. Furthermore, the campaign emphasizes the importance of
citizen science and international research cooperation, which is particularly relevant for schools, where
young people can engage actively and meaningfully while taking their first steps in scientific activities.
More information about this initiative is available at: https://www.plastic-pirates.eu/en

Part | - introduction

Students from Parnu Kuninga Tanava P&hikool primary school and students from Salacgriva primary
school with their teachers as well as CoCoRiCo project partners from Baltic Environmental Forum-Latvia
and Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology met at the river Salaca bank.

Irina Paegle/ Baltic Environmental Forum-Latvia gave a short introduction of the event and planned
activities.

Part Il — sampling

Valentina Burdukovska/ Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology introduced the tasks, students divided into
4 thematic groups for river and 5 thematic groups for coastal sampling with specific tasks for each group
and started the activities accordingly.
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River sampling:

The aim of Group A was to identify how much macro plastic can be found along Salaca riverbanks in 3
various zones

The aim of Group B is to identify the variety of plastic than can be found in a certain area along the Salaca
riverbank. In an area 20 m x 50 m all waste was collected and categorized the plastic found

The aim of Group C was to examine two different types of waste: larger floating waste and microplastic

Group D had the important role to document the sampling with photos or a short video, investigate the
area, seek out and identify sources of waste, estimate the effects of the weather, secure data and
photographic evidence and interview the other groups.

Coastal sampling:

The aim of Group A was to assess how much litter is found on the beach per m2 in 3 separate coast zones

The aim of Group B was to assess variety of litter on the beach

The aim of Group C was to identify the origin of the litter items found on the beach

Group D had the important role to document the sampling with photos or a short video, investigate the
area, seek out and identify sources of waste, estimate the effects of the weather, secure data and
photographic evidence and interview the other groups.

The aim of Group E was to look for microplastics in beach sand.
Part lll — reporting and review

Reporter from the D group will insert all the gathered data in the Plastic Pirates joint data base:
https://www.plastic-pirates.eu/en/results/data-upload

The joint ZOOM meeting with all 4 CoCoRiCo project schools and project partners is planned on
13.05.2026. to review the sampling process, give feedback and discuss the conclusions.
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