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Summary report

The aim of the event is to share the knowledge of various citizen science activities, available materials,
experiences, approaches and prepare for the joint sampling events in spring 2026.

Part | - getting know each other better

Liga Biezina/ Valmiera local municipality welcomed seminar participants and acknowledged the
importance of the citizen science activities as a complementary part of the official educational program.

Dace Strigune/ Baltic Environmental Forum-Latvia gave a short intro presentation about the CoCoRiCo
project, agenda of the event and other issues.

Maria lvanova/ Tartu Nature House involved all participants in the joint “ice-breaking” activity to get to
know each other better and ensure the friendly atmosphere.
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Part Il - content presentations and groups discussions.

In the first part of the seminar, Valentina Burdukovska, Research Assistant at the Latvian Institute of
Aquatic Ecology, introduced the participants to the European-level citizen science campaign "Plastic
Pirates." In this initiative, students use a specific methodology to collect plastic waste and upload data on
their findings, contributing to the research of environmental pollution near water bodies. This unified
citizen science framework, and its operational steps ensure that the data collected by all participating
teams are comparable across Europe. Currently, this joint initiative involving 13 European countries,
including Latvia, aims to promote awareness across the continent regarding the importance of rivers —
and, since 2024, coastal areas — as vital lifelines, as well as the protection of our natural resources.
Furthermore, the campaign emphasizes the importance of citizen science and international research
cooperation, which is particularly relevant for schools, where young people can engage actively and
meaningfully while taking their first steps in scientific activities. More information about this initiative is
available at: https://www.plastic-pirates.eu/en

In the second part of the seminar, Marija lvanova, an expert from the Tartu Nature House, shared her
expertise on digital tools available for anyone interested in exploring the biodiversity of rivers, lakes, and
the sea. Special attention was given to the iNaturalist app, which serves not only as a tool for identifying
animal and plant species and a data repository but also as a community of nature researchers. Members
share their biodiversity discoveries and observations while assisting one another in identifying unknown
species. In the context of researching the ecological quality of surface waters, this citizen science activity
offers a significant opportunity to join a community of like-minded individuals, provide data on Latvian
and Estonian rivers and lakes, and share findings while gaining new knowledge.

By exploring both research methodologies during the seminar, teachers were equipped with
methodological knowledge and new opportunities to involve students in water research. This enables the
practice of citizen science activities through meaningful time spent outdoors in nature. Addressing river
and coastal pollution is crucial, as it threatens not only aquatic flora and fauna but also impacts people
who use these areas for recreation, sports, or reside nearby. To address pollution and other
environmental challenges, changes are required not only in national policies but also in the habits of
society and individuals. Consequently, schools play a vital role in this process by educating future citizens
who will inherit our natural heritage. As future leaders of society, students' education and awareness will
ensure the long-term sustainable management of surface water resources and contribute to human well-
being.

Following the presentations, the teachers and project partners continued their work in cross-border
cooperation groups: Salacgriva with Parnu, and Valka with Valga. Both groups reached an agreement and
drafted a schedule and locations for implementing the citizen science activities, utilizing the existing
methodologies and shared expertise. Consequently, the teachers and the project team not only acquired
new information but also established a concrete plan for when this newly gained knowledge will be
reinforced through practical application with their students. Thus, the CoCoRiCo project community is
strengthened and ready for joint citizen science activities.
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