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If there is magic 
on this planet, it 
is contained in 
water.
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The Global Hydrological Cycle

Blue and Green Water
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Global moisture flows



Virtual Water Trade



Water: An 
integral part 
of Earth 
System 
processes

Gleeson et al., 2020, WRR
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Rivers as connectors
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Text humans 
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Water in the SDGs

Hydrological cycle as a Global Common Good



Mar Menor, Spain





Mar Menor, Spain

A dead lagoon, the legacy of upstream neglect.

Science warns, decisions wait too long.



Doñana NP
Spain
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Misalignement of 
management 
priorities Image: Sergio Caro



o The consequences of a multi -layered problem

Overuse of a shared aquifer

Illegal wells and water use

Shift towards water -intensive agriculture

Weak enforcement
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Protecting ecosystems within 
boundaries means little if pressures 

beyond are ignored



Ecological status of 
European Union surface waters



Linnunsuo, North Karelia: 
Former peat cutaway



Rewetting to heal
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